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Senator Borris L. Miles Statement on the State Taking 
Over Houston ISD 

 
“TEA Commissioner Mike Morath announced today that the State of Texas would be taking 
over Houston ISD, and would be appointing a board of managers and a new superintendent. 
 
“This is a terrible day for our public education system. I have been voicing my unwavering 
opposition to a state takeover of Houston ISD for years. The fact of the matter is that state 
takeovers of school districts do not work. After a state takes over a school district, the schools 
do not improve. In fact, they get worse as test scores drop and don’t return to pre-takeover 
levels until five years later. How many generations of students in the largest school district in 
Texas will suffer under this disastrous takeover? 
 
“State takeovers of school districts do more harm than good and they come with a hefty price 
tag in terms of money, resources and staffing. How does our state’s leadership plan to pay for 
this incredibly expensive takeover? Is this part of the governor’s presidential campaign to turn 
our public schools into charter schools, paid for by vouchers? 
 
“This is not over. I will continue fighting for our kids, our hard working teachers and support 
staff and the families who will be impacted by this radical change.” 
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